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ABOUT
WEST END
P.O.W.E.R.
WHAT WE WANT TO PROJECT

West End P.O.W.E.R. is a community organization
committed to strengthening communities through
activism, advocacy, education, equity, and
promoting unity. We work to transform
communities in the Greater Pittsburgh Region,
particularly communities of color and other
underrepresented communities. Through the
process of continued community building we work
with decision makers, community leaders and
stakeholders, policy makers and others to bring
about the positive outcomes we seek. We take
great pride in our work whether it is providing
services or working as advocates we believe in
providing opportunities with effective resources.

www.westendpower.org
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INTRODUCTION
OF THE MANUAL
WHAT WE AIM TO DO

The development of this voter manual is
intended to close the gap and increase
voter turnout all around, but especially in
municipal elections. Some additional
objectives include, but are not limited to:
-Strategies for engagement with new and
registered voters.
-Educating voters on the issues and their
elected officials.
-Ensuring equitable access to voting and
related resources.
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Why is Voter Engagement
Important?
Exercising the right to vote is
one of the most important
tools that the average citizen
possesses to make real change
in their community.
This is especially important to
remind voters of when municipal
elections are near.
General elections often produce
more sizeable voter turnout rates
than municipal elections.

In Allegheny County, 77.1% of registered voters
participated in the 2020 general election
(Bonneau & Kanthak, 2021), while only 33.29%
participated in the most recent 2021 municipal
elections (Allegheny County PA, 2021).

This disparity can be attributed to several
factors like media coverage, lack of
education around local politics, distrust in
the voting system, and more.
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Why is Voter Engagement
Important?

Data Snapshots
"In the 2020 election, 70.9 percent of white
registered voters participated, compared to
62.6 percent of Black American voters, 53.7
percent of Latino American voters, and 59.7
percent of Asian American voters" (Morris &
Grange, 2021).
Voter turnout increases with age. In the presidential election,
there was a 76% turnout among Americans aged 65 to 74,
compared to 18-24 year old's 51.4% turnout (United States
Census Bureau).
Voter turnout increases with education. In the
2020 election, turnout among high school
graduates was 55%, while turnout among those
with a bachelor's degree was 77.9% (United States
Census Bureau).
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How do Elected Officials Affect
Communities?
Elected officials affect their constituents in many ways. From Presidents
to City Council, each position holds power to do harm or good to
communities through policymaking. Below are just a few important
areas that are affected by legislators and public officials.

Education
The federal government can pass policy, such as expanding student
loan forgiveness that affects millions of Americans. State governments
and local school districts decide on funding for schools which impacts
students, instructors, and administration.

Infrastructure
Infrastructure includes areas such as roads , facilities, and power
supplies. Recent federal legislation, The Bipartisan Infrastructure
Deal entails investing billions of dollars in repairing roads and
major transformational projects (White House, 2021).

Healthcare
Recent display of healthcare policy can be seen in the
Executive Order on Requiring COVID-19 (2021) vaccines for
federal employees. State governments take on the roles of
administering and financing public programs like Medicaid
(Gustafsson & Mcintosh, 2019).
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Registering to Vote
Before you register yourself or someone else to vote in
Pennsylvania, there are two standard rules:
1. You must be 18 years or older by the time of the election.
2. You must be a U.S. citizen and Pennsylvania resident at
least 30 days before the next election.
If you or the person you are registering checked both of the above boxes,
you can register to vote using any of the following convenient methods:

1. Online Application at
https://www.pavoterservices.pa.gov/Pages/VoterRegistrationApplication.as
px
2. By mail using a form like the one on page (insert page # of "Voter
Registration Form Sample" when complete). After completing the
application, address the envelope to your county voter registration office,
stamp it, and send it.
3. Register in person at your county voter registration office.
4. Register at any Pennsylvania Department of Transportation (PennDOT)
office where you would pick up a photo ID or driver's license.

To find your county voter registration office, check your voter
registration status, or ask a general question call 1-877-VOTESPA
(868-3772) or visit https://www.vote.pa.gov/Register-toVote/pages/check-your-voter-registration-status.aspx.
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Registering to Vote

Once you have registered, your county voter registration office
will review your application. If accepted, you will receive a voter
registration card by mail (see card example below).
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Voter Registration Form
Sample
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Voter Registration Form
Sample
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Voter Registration Form
Sample
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How to Vote!
1. Prepare
A. Polling Location & Sample Ballots
Find your polling location and request a sample ballot by phone at
1(877) VOTESPA or online at
https://apps.alleghenycounty.us/website/electpollplace.aspx. This
allows voters to review ballots ahead of time to make informed
decisions with their vote. Your polling place can also be down on
your voter ID card, but using the above information will make sure it
is up-to-date.
B. Review the candidates.
You can find out more information about the candidates using their
websites and social media. More information about the candidates
can be found at
https://alleghenycounty.us/elections/candidates.aspx.
https://ballotpedia.org/Main_Page
C. Review the referendum.
What is a referendum? A referendum is a ballot question that gives
voters the power to vote directly on an issue, not just their elected
officials. These questions can be simple or very wordy making them
hard to answer on the spot. Research the question and issue
beforehand to make an educated vote!
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How to Vote!
2. Vote
There are three ways to vote:
-In-person: Traditionally voters submit their ballots in person. When
voting in person, you must bring a valid form of ID. Approved forms of
photo identification include a Pennsylvania driver's license or
PennDOT ID card, ID issued by any Commonwealth agency, ID issued
by the US Government, US passport, US Armed Forces ID, student ID,
or employee ID.
-Mail-In: ANY qualified voter may request a mail-in ballot. The
deadline to apply for a mail-in ballot is always 5:00 pm the Tuesday
before the election. They must be received by 8:00 pm on election
day, so have a mailing plan! If you would already have See application
example on page 13
-Absentee Ballots: Find out more about absentee ballots on page 14

3. Check the status of your vote.
Every vote counts, so make sure yours is! If you submitted an absentee ballot or
voted by mail, track your ballot at
https://www.pavoterservices.pa.gov/Pages/BallotTracking.aspx
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Sample Mail-in Ballot Application

Important information about Mail-In Ballots: If you would already have a mail-in ballot, but would like to vote in person
instead, you MUST bring your mail-in ballot with you where it will be officially disposed of. If you do not turn in your mail-in
ballot, you will have to complete a Provisional Ballot.
What is a Provisional Ballot?
A provisional ballot is a completed when county election officials need more time to confirm a voter's eligibility after the
polls close. This can happen as a result of the previous example, as well as if there have been changes made to your name
or address that have not been reported, you cannot show ID, or other circumstances.
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Absentee Ballots
In emergency situations (such as an unexpected illness, disability or last-minute absence from
your municipality), you can request an Emergency Absentee Ballot after 5 pm on the Tuesday
before the election.
The deadline to submit your Emergency Absentee Ballot Application to the County Election Board
is 8 pm on Election Day.
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Voting Rights

The Voting Rights Act of 1965
This Act says that no state or local government may deny someone the right to vote based on
their race or ethnicity. This law also protects against the discrimination of people in language
minority groups. The federal government extended the Voting Rights Act in 1970, 1975 and
1982.
https://www.vote.pa.gov/Your-Rights/Pages/Voting-Rights-and-the-law.aspx
Voting Accessibility for the Elderly and Handicapped Act of 1984
This law requires United States polling places to be physically accessible to people with
disabilities for all federal elections.
If no accessible location is available to serve as a polling place, a county must provide an alternate
means of casting a ballot on Election Day.
https://www.vote.pa.gov/Voting-in-PA/Pages/Accessible-Voting.aspx

There are also laws that:
protect people in language minority groups from discrimination,
ensure that people with a disability or the elderly can vote independently and privately, and
establish rights for people who are in jail or who have been convicted of a crime.
Voting Rights For Convicted Felons, Convicted Misdemeanants, and Pretrial Detainees:
https://www.cor.pa.gov/community-reentry/Pages/Voting-Rights.aspx

It is illegal for any person or corporation to intimidate or coerce you to vote for or against a
particular candidate or political issue.
https://www.vote.pa.gov/Your-Rights/Pages/Voter-Intimidation.aspx
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Organizing & Advocacy Methods
There are many methods to engage voters and
get others excited about the electoral process
and key issues!

Text Banking
Fast and effective, provides direct communication with
voters quickly, and you can do it from the comfort of
your home (Demand the Vote)
https://www.demandthevote.com/text-banking

Social Media
Creating graphics on legislative issues and other information,
hashtag creation, Twitter chats, Instagram Live discussions,
share petitions, and interactive activities

Tabling/Canvassing
Connect with people in-person,
disseminate information and help get
people registered to vote and informed

Letter Writing Campaigns
Communicate with your elected officials
on important issues (see the next page for
an outline)

How to find elected officials
-House of Representatives: www.house.state.pa.us
-Senate: www.pasen.gov
-Information about candidates
https://alleghenycounty.us/elections/candidates.aspx
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Organizing and Advocacy Methods
Advocacy Letter Outline created by the American Civil
Liberties Union

Keep it brief: Letters should never be longer than one page, and should be limited to one
issue. Legislative aides read many letters on many issues in a day, so your letter should
be as concise as possible.
State Who You Are and What You Want Up Front: In the first paragraph, tell your
legislators that you are a constituent and identify the issue about which you are writing. If
your letters pertains to a specific piece of legislation, it helps to identify it by its bill
number (e.g. H.R. ____ or S. _____).
Hit your three most important points: Choose the three strongest points that will be most
effective in persuading legislators to support your position and flesh them out.
Personalize your letter: Tell your elected official why this legislation matters in
his community or state. If you have one, include a personal story that shows how
this issue affects you and your family. A constituent's personal stories can be the
very persuasive as your legislator shapes his or her position.
Personalize your relationship: Have you ever voted for this elected official? Have you ever
contributed time or money to his or her campaign? Are you familiar with her through any
business or personal relationship? If so, tell your elected official or his staff person. The
closer your legislator feels to you, the more powerful your argument is likely to be.
You are the Expert: Remember that your legislator's job is to represent you. You should
be courteous and to the point, but don't be afraid to take a firm position. Remember
that often your elected official may know no more about a given issue than you do.
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Organizing and Advocacy Methods

Tips for Tabling from nonprofitvote.org

Be pro-active! Engage people and encourage them to approach the
table. Stand up, get out from behind the table, and greet people.
Use large signage to attract attention. Banners, posters, balloons and
other decorations can make your table inviting
Use snacks, or other freebies to encourage people to approach the
table and talk to you.
When you’re talking to somebody, start to put the pen and clipboard
in their hand. You’ll be surprised at how many people will start
automatically filling it out.
Table in the weeks leading up to the registration deadline, early voting
period, or Election Day. For a November election, the best time to
table is between August and October.
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Key Organizations
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